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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

March 13, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Last week we talked about temptation. This week we see what is at the center of 
every temption: a promise of a shortcut to glory. Even in a world as sharply 
divided as ours, there is near universal agreement that the preferred path to glory 
is the shortest and easiest. To walk the path our Savior puts us on, one on which 
the cross comes before the crown, puts us out of step with the world. Thankfully, 

the determination required to walk this path starts with our Savior and not with us. Because of 
his determination, we are offered a glory far superior to anything the world can offer.

Acknowledgements 
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The Service: Setting Five

Welcome

Hymn 395 What Grace Is This
The Song Leaders will sing the first verse. Please join to sing the remaining verses.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen.

Response 530 Praise Be to Christ

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 Tune: Johann Störl’s . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744 Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 719903  Tune: Public domain 
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Jeremiah 26:8–15
Even in the face of death, Jeremiah was determined to preach the call to repentance.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 42 As the Deer
Due to copyright, we are unable to print this Psalm. Please use the blue hymnal or the screen.

Please join beginning with the second verse.

Second Reading Philippians 3:17—4:1
Paul encourages us to follow his example of determination.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:8
Being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
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Gospel Luke 13:31–35
Jesus was determined to continue down the path he was on.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 817 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart

Sermon Jesus Lets Nothing Get in His Way

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by his 
obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.
 
Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or 
the cost.
 
Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 
persecution for your sake: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is 
right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith 
and values as Christians.
By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social 
workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the 
dying.
Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing 
good.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer
 
Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of 
death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.
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WELS Connection Video World Missions - London

Hymn 705 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 853 I’m But a Stranger Here
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Take Home Questions

1. In what ways is the account in Jeremiah 26 similar to things we might experience in our 
current age? In what ways is Jeremiah's situation different from ours?

2. Philippians 3:19 has a number of interesting phrases in it. Looking at it in its context, put 
into your own words what Paul is saying in this verse. Then, think about ways this shows 
itself in your life. Finally, what solution does Paul give to the issue at hand?

3. Many would say that the Pharisees' intentions were evil in "warning" Jesus about Herod. 
Look at John 3:1; Luke 23:50-51; and Acts 15:5. What do we learn about the Pharisees in 
these verses? What lesson can we learn about how we view people and certain groups?

4. The theme for the day is "Shortcuts are crushed by determination." In what ways are 
Christians (ourselves included) tempted to take shortcuts in how we live our lives? 

Special Prayers This Week:
 For Deb Buelow returned the call to serve as our 1-2 grade teacher
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up? March 13 | 9:15 AM

This week, we begin a study of the book "Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?" This book, written 
by LCMS Pastor Matthew Richard, not only reminds us who the real Jesus of the Bible is, but it 
also reveals to us twelve false christs who are embraced, loved, promoted, and revered--even by 
well-meaning Christians. So who exactly are these false christs? Do you know them? Do you 
worship them? You might be surprised by the answers. Each week, we will look at a different 
false christ, so come when you are able. The study meets in the cafeteria.

Easter for Kids in Three Weeks           April 2 | 9:00-11:45 AM

St. Paul’s wants to share with children the simple yet powerful message of Jesus' victory over sin 
and death. Easter for Kids is a one-day vacation Bible school program being held on Saturday, 
April 2. Register your children, tell friends, and/or volunteer. Registration forms and a volunteer 
signup sheet can be found on the Ministry Table.  

NLHS Concert This Afternoon March 13 | 3:00 PM 

The band and choir at Northland Lutheran High School (NLHS) invite you to their Lent/Easter 
concert this Sunday. Bring a music-loving friend!

Thrivent Gifts   

Thank you to Thrivent Financial and their members. We recently received gifts totaling $1,339.00 
for the ministries at St. Paul’s through the Thrivent Choice program. If you have a Thrivent 
product, we encourage you to log in to your Thrivent account and check whether you Choice 
Dollars to direct to St. Paul’s church or school.

Register for Women’s Retreat
Registration for the WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat is due by Tuesday, March 15. This event is 
being held April 2 in West Salem, WI.  For more info look for WCWRetreat on facebook, email 
welscwr@gmail.com, or call Vickie Bowie at 608-567-9668.
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Calendar March 13-20

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in church
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship

Monday 6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
2:00 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Lenten Service
4:45 PM Fellowship Meal 
6:30 PM Midweek Lenten Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class  
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship  

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  204 
Midweek Lent Attendance: 132 

Anticipated offerings YTD:  $  543,600
Actual offerings YTD:           $  512,793

YTD giving to the Organ Fund: $ 111,821

Fellowship Meal Menu: 
Loaded Baked Potato & Lettuce Salad
Served by Stephen Ministers 
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


